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Park Maintenance
2018 Year In Review
The Park Maintenance division has the responsibility to maintain and enhance the
functionality and beauty of the park system in order to increase the enjoyment of the
city’s park facilities and amenities. A continuing goal of our maintenance division is
to provide opportunities for everyone to have a healthy, active, safe, and enjoyable
lifestyle.

Shop roof replacement
The maintenance division maintains more than 1,500 acres, 26 miles of parkway and
53 parks and facilities that include: 23 lighted softball and baseball fields, 18
horseshoe courts, 21 lighted tennis courts, 16 lighted basketball courts, 2 municipal
swimming pools, 3 skate parks, 20 plus miles of urban trails, over 80 restrooms, 112
picnic tables, 19 concession stands, 18 picnic shelters, 16 playgrounds, 3 ponds, one
fishing lagoon, 1 senior center, 2 fitness centers, 1 ice rink, 1 public golf course, 1
recreation center, 1 indoor arena and conference facility, 1 theater building, 1 natural
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history museum, 1 adaptive sports court, 22 open play fields, 3 football fields, 3
outdoor pickle ball courts, and 1 outdoor running track. We also provide direct and
in-direct support to the planning, set-up, operation and clean-up of various festivals
on city property. Annually, the maintenance staff facilitates event organizers for
Trails West, Apple Blossom BBQ, Northside Festival, Southside Fall Festival,
Juneteenth, and many other annual festivals and events. The maintenance division
also assists with events that occur in city parks, recreation, and civic facilities
properties such as the annual 4th of July fireworks show, the holiday Christmas
lighting, and more. In 2018, we aided many festivals, walks, runs, weddings,
concerts, and other special events.

Mowing at the Rec Center and along the parkway

Picking up trash

During the growing season, most of our maintenance staff is busy mowing grass.
We trim and maintain 1,500 acres on a nine-day mowing cycle. That’s equal to
mowing a football field 2,420 times every nine days!
Another duty performed by the maintenance division is
removing trash and debris from all the City of St. Joseph
park properties. In 2018, we hauled over 2.5 million
pounds of trash and debris to the city landfill. During
April 15-November 1, we emptied 320 barrels a day,
Monday-Friday and 125 barrels on Saturday and Sunday.
From November 2-April 14, Maintenance emptied on
average, 200 barrels every 2-3 days.
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Maintenance staff are responsible for installing memorial benches and bricks
throughout the parks system and removal of all fallen tree limbs and hazardous tress
on our parkways and in our parks. Some of the projects our maintenance staff
completed in 2018 included: planted and maintained landscaped areas throughout
the boulevard and parks system, prepared 23 ballfields for games on a daily basis,
performed maintenance to the Heritage Park press box, installed awnings at Hyde
Park ballfields, built dugouts at the Bartlett Park baseball field, renovated
Eagles baseball fields, and replaced the shop roof. Maintenance employees cleaned
illegal dumping and repaired vandalism regularly at multiple parks and facilities,
performed snow removal along the urban trail, at city parks, and at park facilities,
placed and removed the river dock at the French Bottoms, and laser graded many of
our facilities to maintain proper drainage. In addition, maintenance installed new
electrical in the north parking lot of Krug Park, hosted and participated in the 1st
Annual Maintenance Rodeo, built obstacles for the Outlaw Adventure Run, painted
and prepared both pools for spring openings, sold a longhorn calf, and planted a
variety of trees, including the Mayor’s Christmas Tree which was placed near the
Krug Park Lagoon.

Bartlett Park dugouts

Eagles Field

Concrete pour at Krug Park
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Dock installation at the French Bottoms

Snow removal

Park maintenance works closely with Allied Arts to help with the removal and
installation of statues downtown. These statues comprise the downtown walking
tour and provide an activity for people who visit downtown to explore.
Beyond routine maintenance of our parks, facilities,
trails, and forest preserves, the maintenance division
utilized the skills and talents of staff to save taxpayer
dollars by completing numerous in-house projects. In
2018, park maintenance staff saved tens of thousands of
dollars by completing several phases in the Bartlett Park
playground and restroom renovations, beginning
construction of the new disc golf course, carpentry
projects for parks lighting and replacement of office
furniture and more.

Weld repair to equipment

Due to a significant donation by Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica and another
donation from the local 4-H group, the maintenance staff installed agility equipment
in the dog park. This equipment is a tremendous improvement for the dog park and
allows those with show dogs or those with dogs in training to have a space to train
their animals.
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Large dog park’s agility equipment

Local 4-H group helps install
agility equipment at the dog park

The maintenance division was awarded $1,700 from the Tree Resource
Improvement and Maintenance (T.R.I.M.) grant in 2018. This money is awarded
from the Missouri Department of Conservation to help off-set the cost for
government agencies, nonprofits, and public schools to conserve trees and improve
infrastructure. This money will be used to help remove five trees from Krug Park
that are located above the first tunnel in the park. We are grateful for this award
because our tunnel is
very sentimental to our
city and removing the
trees will ensure the
tunnel structure is not
damaged or put in
jeopardy should one or
more of these trees fall.
Historic Krug Park tunnel
The 38th Anniversary of “Holiday Park” at Krug Park was celebrated in 2018. This
popular holiday lighting display has grown to be the largest of its kind in the area.
Lights were also prepared and installed for the Christmas lighting display at the
“South Pole” at Hyde Park, located at 401 E Hyde Park. Decorating the holiday
parks is a highlight of the year for maintenance staff who design, build, install
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lighting, and work yearly to improve the holiday experience. This is maintenance
staff’s way to give back to our community and parks visitors. Opening ceremonies
for both parks were held on the Friday after Thanksgiving and remained open 4 hours
nightly through the New Year.

Holiday Park by Patrick Evenson

Maintenance decorating Holiday Park

There is no doubt that our community parks are valued and appreciated. We know
that from the comments we receive and the consistent use of our parkway, parks, and
trails that our community values their parks. Going forward, the City of St. Joseph’s
park maintenance staff are committed to the continued improvement of our park
assets.
Looking forward to 2019:
Completing installation of the Bartlett Park Disc Golf course
Installing 6 new playgrounds
Changes in supervisory staff due to retirements
Including additional land to the maintenance and mowing schedule due to the
extension of the hike and bike trail
• Demolition of the Hyde Park pool
• Replacement of parking spaces at Hyde Park for the splash park
• Tennis court resurfacing projects at Hyde Park, Noyes Complex, and Northside
Complex.
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