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Bode Sports Complex
2018 Year In Review
The first major project benefitting from the George Bode Benevolent Trust Fund
occurred in 1975 with construction of the Bode Ice Arena was constructed. George
Bode, Jr. was a local banker for many years who left his entire estate to the City when
he died, establishing the George Bode Benevolent Trust Fund. In 1999, the Bode
Sports Complex was developed around the ice arena and constructed using Bode
Trust funding. The entirety of the complex includes the ice arena, six outdoor lighted
basketball courts, 3 outdoor pickleball courts, one adaptive sports court, and a
skateboard park.

The Bode Ice Arena Building
The ice arena is an important and unique facility for a city the size of St. Joseph. In
a typical year, over 115,000 people visit the ice arena annually between July and
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May. Included in those visiting the ice arena, 485 families hosted birthday parties in
2018, an increase of three parties from the 2017 season.
Ice arena programming includes hockey, a variety of figure skating options, curling,
open skate, bubble hockey, learn to skate, hockey skate, and play hockey classes, and
special parties. The outdoor programs include pickleball, skateboarding, and youth
basketball.
Bode Ice Arena is involved in several special events and activities each year. January
is National Skating Month and the ice arena hosted a two-hour open house during the
promotion with over 380 skaters participating. Door prizes, instruction and giveaway
items were distributed during the event. The ice arena participated in Try Hockey for
Free Day, which is a national effort through USA Hockey to increase participation
and awareness specific to the sport. The St. Joseph Curling Club also offered a free
learn to curl class to teach the public how to curl.

2018 Try Hockey for Free Day Participants
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Also held in January was the 30th Annual Heartland Winter Games. This event
provides special needs skaters the opportunity to compete during their annual event.
The competition is staffed by Special Olympics Kansas and hosted at the Bode Ice
Arena. Skaters from Kansas and Missouri competed in figure skating and speed
skating events.
In 2018, the Griffon Gliders achieved continued growth with three synchronized
skating teams. These teams include the Griffon Gliders Black team, comprised of
skaters ranging from 4-8 years of age, the Griffon Gliders Silver team ranging in age
from 8-14 and the original synchronized ice-skating team, the Griffon Gliders Gold
with skaters ages 12-17 years. In November, the Midwest Figure Skating Council
hosted the Best of Midwest Synchro Competition. Almost 250 competitors from four
states participated in the one-day event. In December, the Griffon Gliders presented
three Christmas performances titled “Making Spirits Bright” with over 600 people
attending the three performances.

2018 Summer Ice Skating Show
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The St. Joseph Figure Skating Club (SJFSC) held their annual spring ice show titled
“Suessical the Frosty Musical” with nearly 2,000 people attending the three
performances. Bode hosted their 38th annual Pony Express Figure Skating
Competition in September. This is a four-day event involving over 300 competitors
from nine states. The figure skating club continues to see upward growth in its
association.
The Learn to Ice Skate program held steady after doubling in growth from 2017. The
Thursday morning homeschool skate class continued to add members which
contributed to increase the number of homeschool children skating in the Thursday
morning public session. The ice arena continues a Thursday morning Beyond Basics
class as an additional class to the homeschool community.

2018 Learn to Skate Session
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The Greater St. Joseph Youth Hockey Association began their programming in
October with their season ending in February. They have teams for 8 and under
through high school age, serving almost 100 area boys and girls. This season, the
Bantam team merged with Topeka adding an additional team to the association. In
addition to regular practice and league activities, an end-of-year tournament in
February was held at Bode.

Greater St. Joseph Youth Hockey Association Practice
Missouri Western State University (MWSU) offered a
Figure Skating class and a Learn to Curl class. The Learn
to Curl class originally spawned a local curling club several
years ago. The St. Joseph Curling Club offers curling
leagues in the spring and fall. During 2018, this league saw
growth of approximately 60 members. The Curling Club
offered two learn to curl sessions to the public at no charge
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during 2018 which helped educated participants about how to curl and provided an
opportunity for them to play this Olympic sport.
During the summer, Inter-Serv rented the sports complex courts for their annual
Summer Jam program. Games were played on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday
evenings for eight weeks. This program serves approximately 300 area youth.
Besides Summer Jam, the outdoor courts are used for practices and open court time.
The Mayor’s Children’s Christmas Party was hosted in December. Cosentino’s
family ‘Price Chopper’ made a significant and generous donation to the event
allowing the over 400 children in attendance to receive t-shirts and food during the
party. The two-hour party included a short show by the Griffon Gliders Synchronized
skating teams, free ice skating, door prizes, a visit from Santa, photos with the Apple
Blossom Court, balloon creations by Paul Flury, games with the Department of
Natural Resources, and a small gift as they left the party.

2018 Mayors’ Children’s Christmas Party
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Bode Attendance Comparison for 2017 & 2018 By Program

Bode Sports Complex is a partner facility
with the REC Center and the Remington
Nature Center for summer youth
programming. The REC Center and Bode
partner for the summer RecConnect camp,
providing meals and snacks for that
program.
The partnership with the
Remington Nature Center provides a
combination recreational and educational program where groups spend half a day at
the nature center participating in educational programming and the other half at Bode
participating in recreational activities.
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The Bode Sports Complex continues to offer unique programs, activities, and
services to members of our region. It brings visitors to the city for events, typically
hosted by others from larger communities. Strong relationships with the Greater St.
Joseph Youth Hockey Association, St. Joseph Figure Skating Club, St. Joseph
Griffon Gliders, MWSU, and Inter-Serv play a significant role in the success of the
Bode operations.

Looking forward to 2019:
Hosting the 31st annual Heartland Winter Games
Hosting the Wounded Warriors Curling Team
Another successful year with the Greater St. Joseph Youth Hockey Association
Hosting the Griffon Gliders and St. Joseph Figure Skating Club competitions
and performances
• Hosting the St. Joseph Curling Club
• Renovations from the energy audit
• Ceiling repairs made possible by Bode Trust contribution
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